Benefits and limitations of burn wound excision.
This review is intended to provide a balanced view of the role of surgical burn wound excision and closure within the larger context of the total care and rehabilitation of patients with burn injury. The historical background leading to present practice is outlined. The salient technical and logistical problems associated with the performance of wound excision are discussed, with emphasis on the necessity for expeditiously completing these procedures which are associated with major blood loss. A realistic analysis of the results of excisional therapy in patients with burns of varying severity is presented. Benefits attributable to the surgical phase of therapy become progressively more difficult to identify as the size of deep burns increases beyond 20% of total body surface area.